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5 things a godly leader must NOT be 
 
Before looking at five character qualities a godly leader must not possess, Paul 

starts this section off with a reminder that our spiritual leadership begins in the 
home.  This is where our real character is revealed and lived out.  There is no 
faking with the people closest to us! 

 
 
Tit 1:6  if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are 
believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination.  

 
1:6  First, godly leadership begins in the Home 
 
“Christianity begins at home.  It is no virtue for any man to be so engaged in public 

work that he neglects his own home.  All the church service in the world will not 
atone for neglect of a man’s own family.”   Barclay, p 234. 

 
 
1:7  Five things a godly leader must NOT be: 

 
Tit 1:7  For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not 

be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain,  
 

1. Arrogant: 
 

[Barnes]  Not self-willed - Compare 2Pe_2:10. The word - αυ�θάδης  authade�s - 
does not elsewhere occur in the New Testament. It means, properly, self-
complacent; and then, assuming, arrogant, imperious; Robinson, Lexicon - The 
gist of the offence - the very “head and front” - is that of being self-complacent; 
a trait of character which, of necessity, makes a man imperious, dogmatical, 
impatient of contradiction, and unyielding. Such a man, evidently, is not fit for 
the office of a minister of the gospel. 

 
[Clarke]  Not self-willed - Μη αυθαδη· Not one who is determined to have his own 

way in every thing; setting up his own judgment to that of all others; expecting 
all to pay homage to his understanding. 

 
 
[Gill] obstinate, stubborn, and inflexible, conceited of his own sense and judgment, 
and resolute to have his own will and way in all things relating to the affairs of God's 
house. The word signifies one that is pleased with himself, has an over weening 
opinion of himself, is proud and haughty, and despises others. 
 
[Barclay]  Philodemus said that his character was compounded in equal parts of 
conceit, arrogance and contemptuousness.  His conceit made him think too highly of 
himself; his contemptuousness made him think too meanly of others; and his 
arrogance made him act on his estimate of himself and others… Clearly [this man…] 



is an unpleasant character.  He is intolerant, condemning everything that he cannot 
understand and thinking there is no ways of doing anything except his. 

 
2.  Quick tempered: 

 
[Clarke]  one who is irritable; who is apt to be inflamed on every opposition; one 
who has not proper command over his own temper. 

 
[Henry]  Not soon angry, not one of a hasty angry temper, soon and easily provoked 
and inflamed. 
 
There are many reasons why someone might be angry: anxiety, shame, sadness, 
fear, frustration, guilt, disappointment, worry, embarrassment, jealousy, hurt…When 
these issues are not dealt with before the Lord at the root, others can experience the 
leader as angry or prone to outbursts of anger. 
 
We all feel anger at times.  It can be a normal healthy human emotional response to 
many circumstances.  However, it can be harmful and dangerous when it is 
persistent, repeated and unresolved.  Consider what the Bible has to say about 
anger: 
 

Psa 145:8  The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
 
Pro 14:29  Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a 
hasty temper exalts folly. 
 
Pro 16:32  Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules 
his spirit than he who takes a city. 
 
Pro 19:11  Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an 
offense. 
 
Pro 29:11  A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back. 
 
Pro 29:22  A man of wrath stirs up strife, and one given to anger causes much 
transgression. 

 
 

3.  Drunkard:  mentioned only here and 1 Tim 3:3; not commentary prohibiting 
drinking.  According to Barclay, literally means given to overindulgence in 
wine, but the word widened its meaning to describe all conduct which is 
outrageous. 

 
 
 

4.  Violent:   
 

[Clarke]  This word not only signifies one who is inordinately attached to 
wine, a winebibber or tippler, but also one who is imperious, abusive, 
insolent, whether through wine or otherwise. 



 
[JFB]  with either hand or tongue: not as some teachers pretending a holy 

zeal (2Co_11:20) 
 
2Co 11:20  For you bear it if someone makes slaves of you, or devours 
you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or strikes you in the 
face. 

 
[Henry]  No striker, in any quarrelsome or contentious manner, not 
injuriously nor out of revenge, with cruelty or unnecessary roughness. 
 
[Gill]  even one who abuses or injures  “with his tongue; so the Arabic 
version, ‘not wounding with his tongue’; being too sharp and severe in the 
admonitions and reproofs of weak brethren, or fallen believers; and 
especially, he ought not to use scurrilous, reproachful, and contumelious 
language to any; see Jer_18:18.” 
 
Jer 18:18  Then they said, "Come, let us make plots against Jeremiah, for the law shall not 
perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, let 
us strike him with the tongue, and let us not pay attention to any of his words." 

 
 
 

The Opposite:   
 
2Ti 2:24-25  And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, 

able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

5.  Greedy for gain: 
 
[JFB]  not making the Gospel a means of gain (1Ti_3:3, 1Ti_3:8). In opposition to 

those “teaching for filthy lucre’s sake” (Tit_1:11; 1Ti_6:5; 1Pe_5:2). 
 
[Clarke]  not using base and unjustifiable methods to raise and increase his 

revenues;  
 
[Gill]  not covetous of getting money, of amassing wealth and riches together; or 

desirous of popular applause and glory from men. 
 


